
Inner Gardening The 58th Women’s Conference

The Women’s Conference
AT AMAGI SANSO
JANUARY 30 - FEBRUARY 1, 2015

THE WOMEN’S CONFERENCE
Begun in 1957 by missionary wives, the annual 
Women's Conference has grown tremendously 
and is now celebrating 58 years of blessings.

Women, single and married, young and young at 
heart, from all over Japan and other parts of the 
world meet every year for an uplifting time of 
renewal and reflection. The Women’s Conference 
has no parent organization, but is instead an 
ecumenical and collaborative program centered 
on love and friendship.

From the beginning to this day, an amazing pool 
of skills and talent has produced programs filled 
with a mix of music and laughter, quiet 
contemplation, practical workshops, serious 
study, and  both traditional and contemporary 
prayer.

Speakers have included: Dr. Elizabeth Kubler-
Ross, Madeleine L’Engle, Dr. Marva Dawn, Koko 
Kondo, Diana Butler Bass, Lorelei Johnson Ver 
Lee, and Sharon Draper.

WHAT TO BRING
warm casual clothes and socks, your own mug 
with which to enjoy a wide array of hot 
beverages, snacks to share, extra money for 
Sunday offering and gift purchases.

“You will be like a 
well-watered garden, 
like an ever-flowing 

spring.” 
- Isaiah 58:11

Inner Gardening

Rejuvenate
Recharge

Refresh
Revitalize

Rediscover

Website: http://wocon.net
Email: woconjapan@gmail.com

Facebook: http://goo.gl/Ebhoh5

Conference art by Belan Woo Siy

An uplifting time of 
renewal & reflection
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ROOM AMENITIES
Japanese-style rooms (tatami mats) are 
generously spacious and are shared by a 
maximum of 4 people. There are plentiful 
dormitory style sinks and restrooms along 
each hallway. A large public bath is available 
in the lower floor of the building where 
shampoo, soap, and hair dryers are provided. 
The Japanese building is equipped with 
elevators.

Western-style rooms feature twin-size beds 
and private toilet and bath and are shared by 
a maximum of 2 people. Towels, yukatas, 
disposable toothbrush, soap and shampoo 
are provided. These rooms are housed on the 
2nd and 3rd floors of the Western building and 
are accessible only by stairs. 

Please advise us if you have mobility issues or 
have difficulty climbing stairs due to health 
conditions but would still like to stay in a 
Western-style room. “The women’s conference is the one retreat I need to get me 

through the rest of the year.”- ALISON GRAY, WRITER, SCOTLAND

INDIVIDUAL RATES
Covers accommodations, six sumptuous meals, conference program, a trip to a local 
onsen, and an ice cream cone. Sign up early and bring your friends for the best rates.

EARLY BIRD RATE (payment postmarked by Friday, November 28, 2014)
¥19,000 - Japanese-style room
¥24,000 - Western-style room

REGULAR RATE (payment postmarked from December 1 through 31, 2014)
¥23,000 - Japanese-style room
¥28,000 - Western-style room

LATE RATE (payment postmarked in January 2015)
¥29,000 - Japanese-style room
¥34,000 - Western-style room

GROUP RATE - 6 or more (payment postmarked by December 31, 2014). 
To avail of the group rate, payment of all group members must be made at one time by the 
group leader and the names of group members must appear on the post office payment slip.
¥19,000 - Japanese-style room
¥24,000 - Western-style room

SPECIAL MOTHER-DAUGHTER RATE
¥33,000 for the pair in a Japanese-style room
¥43,000 for the pair in a Western-style room

TO REGISTER:
Register online at http://wocon.net.
Payment by FURIKOMI, available at any post 
office. Pay to:

   Account #: 00240-3-29031
   Account name: Women’s Conference

Please remember to allow 5 - 7 days for the 
money to reach our treasurer and be recorded. 
Write your name and address in Roman Letters.

AMAGI SANSO, IZU
About a three hour travel from Tokyo station, Amagi 
Sanso is located in the Izu Peninsula, a mountainous 
area famous for its many onsen hotels (featuring 
large communal baths fed by natural hot springs) 
and a popular destination for short retreats from city 
life. The Amagi Sanso center is located at the foot of 
Mount Amagi. ‘Sanso’ means ‘mountain hut,’ but the 
center is considerably more luxurious than your 
typical remote mountain hut. Just a short hike from 
the center is a breathtaking waterfall where local 
wasabi is cultivated. 

Address: Amagi Sanso, Yugashima 2860, Izu-shi, 
Shizuoka-ken, 410-4306 (Nearest train station: 
Shuzenji Station. From the train station, take the 
Tokai Bus at Bus Stand #4 to Amagi Sanso)

SPEAKER: HENNIE SYMINGTON
Hailing from South Africa, Hendrina Symington, or Hennie, serves 
alongside her husband, the current pastor of Tokyo Union Church.  
After the death of their first child, she wrote her first book, As the Wind 
Passes - Thoughts on the Death of a Child. She went on to write a 
number of books in Afrikaans, including Blueprint for Teens, Blossoming 
Amongst the Thorns; Every Day a New Beginning, Life Choices for Girls, 
More than Bread Alone. She is also a guest writer for Verse a Day, an 
online daily devotions sponsored by the Bible Society of South Africa, in 
English and Afrikaans, with a worldwide readership of about 80,000. 
Editor, writer, teacher, Hennie relishes the opportunity to serve the Lord 
for as long as she’s able. 

ABOUT INNER GARDENING
We each have an inner garden that needs tending. Caught up with 
our daily schedules and giving of ourselves to the varying 
demands of work, home, family, and community, we often forget 
to tend to our own needs. Neglected, we may find our gardens to 
be overgrown with the weeds of negativity, weariness, 
disappointment, doubt, and fear. This Women’s Conference 
weekend is a time we set aside to revisit our own gardens and 
rediscover its power and beauty.  As we till, cultivate, and plant, 
we hope to grow an inner place we can always go to for peace, 
solace and strength.


